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Magnificence
By: Estrella Alfon

Brief Background of the Author:

Before I stant with telling the story and stating my reaction, let me give give a little
background of the author. Estrella Alfon was bom in Cebu City around 1917. She joined a group
named the Veronicans that is composed of witers incuding Francisco Arcellana and NVM
Gonzales dunng college at the University of the Philippines. Due to her poor health condition, she
wasn't able to finish her studies and received an Associate in Ants, She made a compilation of her
stories titled "Magnificence and other stones” in 1960. 1979 and a year before her death, she
handled the fiction part of the Philippine Writing Contest conducted by the University of the
Philippines.

Summary

The "Magnificence” talks about the magnificence shown by the mother in the story. Let's
start with the flashback first so the flow of the story could be understood easily. The mother and
Vicente met in a neighborthood association meeting, Afrer the meeting, Vicente told the mother that
he is willing to to tutor her two children (The boy is eight years old and the gid is seven years old)
and his reasons were the smartness of the children and his vacant time dunng the evenings (for he
was a bus conductor). Vicente promised the two children that he will be binging two pencils for
each of them. Vicente has what we call favortism because he plans to give the gidl more by buying
her the biggest pencil he can find. But why give something like pencils? Pupils or kids were crazy
over pencils and they always want to show it off. Two weeks later after his first tutor with the
children, he brought along with him the pencils he promised. The next evening, Vicente was eadier
than the usual ime he goes there to tutor the children. After asking the boy to get a glass of water
for him, he was left alone with the gid. A little while, the gid got frightened and got away from
Vicente. As she got away, the mother came and saw what was about to happen. After telling the
children to go to their room (and the children complying to what she said), she kept on slapping
Vicente until he was brought to the door and he ran away to the shadows. The mother tock the gid
abath before the gid slept. And that's where the story ended.

This time, the author combined language and point of view. The language was kind of
confusing because the narrations include the dialogues of the characters and the point of view was
no one in the story. In the past, this story is really unthinkable. But now, who wouldn't have taught
that this kind of story could happen in our generation?
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